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INSIDE
A minister who turned 51 acres of

O verland Park land into a co n g re g at i o n
of 4,100 members wa nts to build
L aw re n ce’s fi rst megachurch. In Pu l se
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NEW ORLEANS: ‘SOS’

By Sam Coa tes and Dan Eg g e n
The Washington Post

NE W OR L E A N S — Fe d e ral and local
a uthorities struggled Th u rs d ay to
re gain co n t rol of this ruined and law-
l e ss city, wh e re tens of thousands of
d e s p e rate re f u gees remained stra n d-
ed with little hope of rescue and ra p-
i d ly diminishing supplies of food and
drinking wate r.

“ This is a desperate SOS,” New
O rleans’ beleagu e red mayo r, Ray
Nagin, said at one point in the day.

The chaos that has gripped New
O rleans in the wa ke of Hurricane Kat-
rina also showed signs Th u rs d ay of
s p re ading to Baton Ro u ge and along
the sto r m - rava ged Gulf Coast, as
weary re f u gees continued their slow
and confused exodus to higher
ground. Fresh waves of Nat i o n a l
G u a rd troops began pouring into the
region in an attempt to quell the
u n rest, but large swaths of New
O rleans and other sodden are a s
remained ess e n t i a l ly ungove r n e d .

By the end of the day, the American
Red Cro ss announced that its hurri-
cane shelte rs in seven states we re full,
with an estimated 76 ,000 re f u gees at
facilities in Louisiana, Miss i ss i p p i ,
A l a bama, Florida, Georgia, Texas and
A rka n sas. The official death toll in
M i ss i ssippi climbed to more than 10 0,
while officials in Louisiana re p e ate d
wa r n i n gs that thousands could be
d e ad in New Orleans alone. The Ener-
gy Department said about 1.8 million
c u s to m e rs remained without powe r
because of Kat r i n a .

Those left behind in the Cre s ce n t
Ci ty, including many with diabete s
and other wo rsening health co n d i-
tions, clung to ro oftops, gat h e red on
ove r pa sses and bridges and huddled

By Scott Rot h sc h i l d
srothschild@ljworld.com

TO P E K A — Gov. Kathleen Seb e l i u s
on Th u rs d ay depl oyed more than 120
K a n sas National Guard soldiers to
Louisiana to help in the re covery fro m
Hurricane Katrina and took steps to
p re pa re the state to re ce ive sto r m
re f u ge e s .

“ We in Kansas have a long trad i t i o n
of helping neigh-
b o rs in need,
re ga rd l e ss of
whether they are in
town or acro ss the
co u n t r y,” Seb e l i u s
sa i d .

S ebelius sent
t roops from the
35th Infantry Div i-
sion, head q u a r-
te red at Fort Leav-
e nworth, and two
B l a c k h awk heli-
co p te rs. The div i-
sion includes per-
sonnel fro m
K a n sas, Miss o u r i
and Illinois.

“Our gu a rd s m e n
and women tell me
t h ey are re ady to go
and do wh atever is needed to help the
victims get back on their fe e t ,” she
sa i d .

Maj. Gen. Tod Bunting, the ad j uta n t
ge n e ral and dire c tor of Kansas Emer-
gency Management and Kansa s
Homeland Security, said about 70 0
m o re gu a rdsmen we re on sta n d by
re ady to go if needed.

“ W h at we told all of our soldiers
and airmen is you will like ly have a
c h a n ce to spend some time in Miss i s-
sippi and Louisiana in the ye a rs and

S e be l i u s
d e p l oy s
G u a r d

By Dave Ra n n ey
dranney@ljworld.com

Pushed out by Hurricane Kat r i n a ,
Rochelle James’ pa rents, three siste rs ,
a brother and his wife, two nephews
and her fat h e r’s ex-w i fe are now in a
h o tel in Gre e nv i l l e, Miss .

“ My fa m i ly eva c u ated Su n d ay morn-
ing befo re the hurricane,” said Ja m e s ,
2 3, a Kansas Un ive rs i ty grad u ate stu-
dent who grew up in New Orleans and
whose fa m i ly ’s home is there .

“Our house is three blocks from Lake
Po n tc h a r t ra i n ,” she said. “My high
school was on the lake .”

No one knows for sure, but Ja m e s
and her pa rents assume the fa m i ly
home is under wate r.

“ To think otherwise would be unre-
a l i s t i c ,” she said. “I ta l ked to my mom

an hour ago. Th ey ’ re saying there are
4 0,000 homes under wate r.”

James said her fa m i ly had no pl a ce to
go but co u l d n’t stay wh e re they we re .

“ It ’s not that they can’t stay wh e re
t h ey are, it’s that they can’t affo rd it,”
she said. “Pe o ple are being told they
wo n’t be able to go back for a co u pl e
m o n t h s .”

James said she was unce r tain wh e re
her fa m i ly would go or wh at they
would do now.

“I don’t know that they would co m e
h e re,” she said. “If they all had a pl a ce

to stay and it was fre e, they wo u l d n’ t
h ave to wo rk, they could get by. But if
i t ’s not fre e, they’ll have to go wh e re
t h ey could get jobs.”

James said her pa rents — her fat h e r
is a re t i red te a c h e r, her mother is a high
school gu i d a n ce counselor — are hop-
ing to find acco m m o d ations as close as
p o ss i ble to New Orl e a n s .

“ Th ey want to get back to fix up the
h o u s e, but they can’t stay there,” she
said, “because there are n’t any ut i l i t i e s ,
so they’ll have to drive back and fo r t h .
With travel costs being so high, it
would make sense to be down there
rather than up here .”

O ffe rs of ass i s ta n ce may be re l aye d
to James via e-mail — rl james @ku.e d u
— or by calling the KU Campus Min-

KU student believes home destroy ed

H U R R I CANE KAT R I N A
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MILVERTHA HENDRICKS, 84, WAITS IN THE RAIN with other flood victims T h u r s d ay outside the convention cen-
t e r in New Orleans. Officials called fo r a mandatory evacuation of the city, b u t m a ny residents remained and
had to be rescued from flooded homes and hotels.

Mike Yoder/Journal-World Photo

ROCHELLE
JAMES’ par-

ents and
other relatives

are in a hotel
in Greenv i l l e ,

Miss. Her f a m i-
l y fled New

O r l e a n s
S u n d ay m o r n-
ing before the
h u r r i c a n e , s a i d

J a m e s , a 23-
ye a r-old gradu-
ate student a t

K a n s a s
U n i ve r s i t y. T h e

f a m i l y i s
assuming their

house is
destroyed. 

● See what they’re saying On the
Street. Page 3B

J o u r n a l -World hurricane sto r i es, in an
a g reement with Lo u i s i a n a ’s Ti m es- P i cay u n e
n ews p a p e r, will include links to that paper’s
re p o rts at www. n o l a .co m /h u r r i ca n e/ka t r i n a .

READ IT ONLINE

Please see KU, page 8A

Please see ANARCHY, page 6A

To help co o rd i n a te
the Ka n sas effo rt
to ass i st hurrica n e
re l i ef, Gov.
Kathleen Se b e l i u s
said gro u ps and
co m m u n i t i es
wanting to donate
a reso u rce or
p rovide shelter and
housing for people
should co n tact the
sta te’s emerg e n cy
m a n a g e m e n t
division at (785 )
274-1405 or (785 )
274-1 425 betwe e n
6 a.m. and 6 p. m .

R E L I E F

Please see KANSAS, page 7A

A n a r ch y ,
u n r e s t
fill city

— —

Red Cross shelte rs full;
1.8 million without powe r
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