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In New Orleans, relief workers face urban
warfare; Washington sending 30,000 troops
and $10.5 billion in relief to Gulf states
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A desperate SOS'

Chaos reigns as
storm survivors
fear for their lives
in riot-torn streets

By ALLEN G. BREED
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — New Orleans de-
scended into anarchy Thursday as corpses
lay abandoned in street medians, fights and
fires broke out, cops turned in their badges
and the governor declared war on looters
who have made the city a menacing land-
scape of disorder and fear.

“They have M-16s and they’re locked and
loaded,” Gov. Kathleen Blanco said of 300 Na-
tional Guard troops who landed in New Or-
leans fresh from duty in Iraq. “These troops
know how to shoot and kill, and they are
more than willing to do so, and I expect they
will.”
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In New Orleans Thursday, Monica Laguard sobbed
almost uncontrollably as she placed items she had
taken from a store’s shelves into plastic garbage bags
to transport them to her shelter in a nearby school.

She was taking children’s clothing and snack foods.
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