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TOTAL EVACUATION

Austin American-Statesman/Matt Rourke
Tears stream down the cheeks of Shelia Dixon as she
holds her 18-month-old daughter Emily and waits to
be evacuated Wednesday from Metairie, La.

Region faces
monumental
health threats

BEE STAFF AND NEWS SERVICES

As apublic health catastrophe unfolded Wednes-
day in New Orleans, hospitals in the Crescent City
sank further into disaster, airlifting babies to other
states without their parents and struggling to ac-
commodate the sick people appearing at their
doors.

Dangerous, unsanitary conditions spread across
the city, much of which now sits in a murky stew of
germs.

The federal government declared a public health
emergency for the Gulf Coast region, promising 40
medical centers with up to 10,000 beds and thou-
sands of doctors and nurses for the hurricane-rav-
aged area.

In a stunning example of how desperate the situa-
tion has become, 25 babies who had been in a make-
shift neonatal intensive care unit at New Orleans’
Ochsner Clinic were airlifted Wednesday to hospi-
tals in Houston, Baton Rouge, La., and Birming-
ham, Ala. Many were hooked up to battery-oper-
ated breathing machines keeping them alive.

Their parents had been forced to evacuate and
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Relatives can only
wait, wonder, hope

By Gina Kim
BEE STAFF WRITER

Elliot Quave doesn’t know where his mom is.

No one’s heard from KaShawn Seible’s brother-
in-law.

Debra Kessler wonders if her father is getting the
dialysis he needs.

Brooke Ruschell simply hopes her husband’s par-
ents are alive.

Like people across the country, these Sacramen-
to-area residents are scouring the Internet and
combing the news for a mere mention of the Gulf
Coast towns or New Orleans neighborhoods their
relatives live in.

They’re keeping their phones near, posting their
relatives’ names on message boards and saying si-
lent prayers that their loved ones have weathered
the devastating hurricane that may have a death
toll in the thousands and has left tens of thousands
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Associated Press/David J. Philip

New Orleans residents gather on a strip of high ground Wednesday to board helicopters. An estimated 3,000 people have been
rescued by boats or copters, yet hundreds were said to still be huddled on rooftops or on isolated ground. As small boats moved

through the city looking for survivors, the Army Corps of Engineers said the water has stopped rising.

e RELIEF EFFORTS:
Military mobilizing
ships, planes, convoys
for largest relief effort
in nation’s history.

e LOOTING:
Crackdown ordered
as brazen looters cart
off food, clothing, TVs,
jewelry and guns.

e THE OUTLOOK:
New Orleans faces
months to dry out
and repair levees,
years to rebuild.

Death
estimate
surges

By Robert D. McFadden
and Joseph B. Treaster
NEW YORK TIMES

NEW ORLEANS - Chaos
gripped New Orleans on Wednes-
day as looters ran wild, food and
water supplies dwindled, bodies
floated in the floodwaters, the Su-
perdome was to be evacuated
and officials said there was no
choice but to abandon the city
devastated by Hurricane Katrina,
perhaps for months.

For the first time, a New Or-
leans official suggested the scope
of the death toll. Mayor Ray Na-
gin said the hurricane might have
killed thousands in his city alone,
an estimate that, if correct, could
make it the nation’s deadliest nat-
ural disaster since the 1906 San
Francisco earthquake and fire,
which killed up to 6,000.

“We know there is a significant
number of dead bodies in the wa-
ter,” and others hidden from
view in attics and other places,
the mayor said. Asked how
many, he said: “Minimum, hun-
dreds. Most likely, thousands.”

As survivors struggled with a
disaster that left damage of up to
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INSIDE

Full coverage
onPages A19-24

New Orleans police diverted from
search-and-rescue to stop looting.
» Page A23

Racing the clock, rescuers call in
volunteers to help save survivors.
» Page A23

Additional coverage
onPages B2, C1and D1

For more informa-
sac\pﬁg tion about Hurricane
Katrina relief infor-

mation, a forum for those seeking
missing people and a photo gallery,
see www.sachee.com
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