
HURRICANE KATRINA ❘ AFTER THE STORM

Power, oil, water woes: ‘It’s ugly’ At least 100 or more feared dead

IT GETS WORSE
Rescuers push
aside dead, race
to reach living

Storm damage
the worst ever
for Alabama
Power
BByy JJEEFFFF HHAANNSSEENN
NNeewwss ssttaaffff wwrriitteerr

HHuurrrriiccaannee KKaattrriinnaa hhaass ttuurrnneedd oouutt ttoo bbee
tthhee wwoorrsstt ssttoorrmm iinn AAllaabbaammaa PPoowweerr hhiiss--
ttoorryy..

““VVeerryy ssiimmppllyy ppuutt,, iitt’’ss bbaadd,,”” ssppookkeesswwoo--
mmaann CCaarrrriiee KKuurrllaannddeerr ssaaiidd.. ““DDaammaaggee--
wwiissee,, iitt’’ss tthhee bbiiggggeesstt ssttoorrmm oonn rreeccoorrdd ffoorr
uuss..””

TThhoouugghh HHuurrrriiccaannee IIvvaann kknnoocckkeedd oouutt
ppoowweerr ttoo mmoorree hhoommeess,, 882255,,000000 ooff tthheemm,,
KKaattrriinnaa wwaass wwoorrssee
ff oo rr kk nn oo cc kk ii nn gg
ddoowwnn ppoolleess aanndd
kk nn oo cc kk ii nn gg oo uu tt
ssoommee hhiigghh--vvoollttaaggee
tt rr aa nn ss mm ii ss ss ii oo nn
lliinneess.. KKaattrriinnaa lleefftt
663366,,889911 AAllaabbaammaa
PPoowweerr ccuussttoommeerrss
ssttaatteewwiiddee wwiitthhoouutt
eelleeccttrriicciittyy aatt tthhee
ppeeaakk oouuttaaggee,, tthhee
sseeccoonndd hhiigghheesstt
nnuummbbeerr eevveerr sseeeenn..
TThhee ppeeaakk iinn BBiirr--
mm ii nn gg hh aa mm ww aa ss
223300,,336677 ccuussttoommeerrss
wwiitthhoouutt ppoowweerr..

AA tt 11 00 pp .. mm ..
TTuueessddaayy,, 334433,,332277
AAllaabbaammaa ccuussttoomm--
eerrss ssttaatteewwiiddee aanndd
8888,,664411 iinn tthhee BBiirr--
mmiinngghhaamm aarreeaa
((JJeeff ffeerrssoonn aanndd
SShheellbbyy ccoouunnttiieess)) ssttiillll llaacckkeedd ppoowweerr..

TThheerree iiss nnoo ttiimmeettaabbllee yyeett oonn hhooww lloonngg
iitt wwiillll ttaakkee ttoo rreessttoorree ppoowweerr iinn BBiirrmmiinngg--
hhaamm,, KKuurrllaannddeerr ssaaiidd.. AAfftteerr HHuurrrriiccaannee
IIvvaann aanndd aafftteerr tthhee BBlliizzzzaarrdd ooff 11999933,, iitt ttooookk
eeiigghhtt ddaayyss..

PPoowweerr ccoommppaannyy wwoorrkkeerrss ssppeenntt TTuueess--
ddaayy mmaappppiinngg tthhee mmeettrroo BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm
ddaammaaggee.. TTooddaayy,, rreeppaaiirr ccrreewwss wwiillll ssttaarrtt ttoo
rreeppllaaccee ppoolleess aanndd wwiirreess,, KKuurrllaannddeerr ssaaiidd..
TThhee ccoommppaannyy aallssoo ppllaannss ttoo aannnnoouunnccee rree--
ssttoorraattiioonn ggooaallss aanndd ttiimmeettaabblleess ffoorr tthhee

yy SSeeee SSttoorrmm,, PPaaggee 55AA

By BRETT MARTEL
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS

R
escuers along the hurricane-ravaged Gulf Coast
bypassed the dead to reach the living Tuesday in
a race against time and rising waters, while New
Orleans sank deeper into crisis and Louisiana’s
governor ordered storm refugees out of this

drowning city.
Two levees broke and sent

water coursing into the streets of
the Big Easy a full day after New
Orleans appeared to have es-
caped widespread destruction
from Hurricane Katrina. An esti-
mated 80 percent of the city,
which sits below sea level, was
underwater, up to 20 feet deep
in places, with miles and miles
of homes swamped.

“The situation is untenable,”
Gov. Kathleen Blanco said. “It’s
just heartbreaking.”

One Mississippi county alone
said its death toll was at least
100, and officials are “very, very
worried that this is going to go a
lot higher,” said Joe Spraggins,
civil defense director for Harri-
son County, home to Biloxi and
Gulfport.

Thirty of the victims in the
county were from a beachfront
apartment building that col-
lapsed under a 25-foot wall of
water as Katrina slammed the
Gulf Coast with 145 mph winds.
Louisiana officials said many
were feared dead there, too,
making Katrina one of the most
punishing storms to hit the
United States in decades.

After touring the destruction by air, Mississippi Gov. Ha-
ley Barbour said it looked like Hiroshima after the atomic
bomb was dropped.

New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin said hundreds, if not
thousands, of people may still be stuck on roofs and in
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HOW MANY
UNPLUGGED?
yy SSttaatteewwiiddee ppeeaakk::

663366,,889911
yy BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm

aarreeaa ppeeaakk::

223300,,336677
yy SSttaatteewwiiddee,,

1100 pp..mm..
TTuueessddaayy::

334433,,332277
yy BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm

aarreeaa,, 1100 pp..mm..
TTuueessddaayy::

8888,,664411
AAllaabbaammaa PPoowweerr
ccuussttoommeerrss

yy DDaammaaggee sseennddss
ooiill,, ggaass pprriicceess ttoo
hhiigghhss // 66AA

yy TTeennssiioonnss rriissee iinn
SSuuppeerrddoommee // 88AA

yy NNootthhiinngg lleefftt
ooff BBiillooxxii aappaarrttmmeennttss
bbuutt rruubbbbllee // 99AA

yy LLOOCCAALL NNEEWWSS::
DDoowwnneedd ttrreeeess,,
ppoowweerr lliinneess bbiiggggeesstt
pprroobblleemm // 11BB

yy SSPPOORRTTSS::
SSoouutthheerrnn MMiissss,, LLSSUU
ggaammeess ppuutt ooffff // 11CC

yy MMOONNEEYY:: DDaammaaggee
eessttiimmaatteess uupp ttoo
$$2255 bbiilllliioonn // 11DD

AP

Stranded people make their way along Canal Street in New Orleans on Tuesday.

Dauphin Island wrecked; less damage east
Buddy Weaver
carries
salvaged
goods from
his mother’s
house in
Bayou La
Batre. After
Katrina, the
pilings are all
that are left of
the home.

By KIM CHANDLER and THOMAS SPENCER
News staff writers

DAUPHIN ISLAND — Mary Lowery nego-
tiated the sea-chewed road on foot to see
what Katrina had done to her Dauphin Is-
land house. All she saw when she got there
was a gap in the sand.

When she looked for her neighbors’
homes, all five of them were washed away,
too.

“I was raised in that house. I had no idea
it was going to be this bad,” Lowery said,

blinking back tears.
As flood waters receded Tuesday, the

wrath of Hurricane Katrina on coastal Ala-
bama became clear. Sections of Dauphin Is-
land were wiped clear of homes. Shrimp
boats were tossed like playthings in Bayou
La Batre. Streets in downtown Mobile were
left coated with a muddy residue and curb-
sides were stacked with debris.

On the state’s beaches, Katrina dealt her
damage in the reverse order from Septem-
ber’s Hurricane Ivan, ripping up the western
end of Pleasure Island but dealing more

gently with the beaches toward the east.
“I think the only way to sum this up is

that there is a tremendous, awesome
amount of damage all along the Gulf Coast,”
Gov. Bob Riley said after an aerial tour of
storm-struck Baldwin and Mobile counties.

“This is probably the worst thing that’s
happened down here,” said Richard Binegar,
a Dauphin Island homeowner.

Lowery’s house was built in 1958 and has
survived every hurricane to hit the island,
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New U.S. stamps salute civil rights movement, but omit city’s role
By BARNETT WRIGHT
News staff writer

A new series of U.S. Postal
Service stamps commemorating
the civil rights movement, but
not events that occurred in Bir-
mingham, has upset city offi-
cials.

The postal service on Tuesday

released 10 stamps honoring key
civil rights moments including
the 1955 Montgomery bus boy-
cott and 1965 voting rights
march from Selma.

City Council President Lee
Loder said he was perplexed
that Birmingham was not part of
the series.

“The year 1963 was horrific in

Birmingham,” Loder wrote to
federal officials. “Four little girls
died when the 16th Street Bap-
tist Church was bombed. Decent
people throughout this country
were heartbroken over such
atrocities.”

Loder said backlash from the
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Four of the 10 civil rights stamps. City officials are upset that none recognizes Birmingham.

INDEX WEATHER
Details / 8B

Classified 1F
Comics 6G
Deaths 6B
Editorials 14A
Food 1G
Local News 1B

Money 1D
Movies 5G
People 2A
Sports 1C
Television 4G
Weather 8B

For home delivery, call

205-325-4444

 High Low
 90 65

High school dance teams 
keep routines clean

COMING THURSDAY


