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A Red Cross truck sits flooded with other vehicles Monday in front of a hotel just off Interstate 10 in Pascagoula, Miss., as Hurricane Katrina bat-

ters the area.

Hurricane slams
into Gulf Coast;
dozens dead

BY JOSEPH B. TREASTER

AND KATE ZERNIKE

New York Times News Service

NEW ORLEANS — Hurri-
cane Katrina pounded the Gulf
Coagt with devastating force at
daybreak Monday, sparing New
Orleans the catastrophic hit that \z
had been feared but inundeting
partsof thecity and heaping dam-
age on neighboring Mississppi
where it tossed boats, ripped
away scores of roof tops and left
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Packing 145-mph winds as it
made landfdl, Katrina left more
than a million people in three
states without power and sub-
merged highways even hundreds
of miles from the center of the

storm.

Officias reported a least 55
deaths, with 50 donein Harrison
County, Miss.,, which includes
Gulfport and Biloxi. Emergency
workers feared that they would

find more dead among people
believed to be trapped under
water and in collapsed buildings.

Jm Pollard, a spokesman for
the Harrison County emergency
operations center, said 30 people
were found dead in an apartment
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Kaylyn Licciardi, 14, and her mother, Connie Licciardi, look after their
pet turtles Monday in Oxford. The Licciardis evacuated their home
in St. Bernard Parish, La., and brought their freezer and a generator.

Evacuees bring pets,
freezer full of food

BY CRYSTAL JARVIS
Star Staff Writer

OXFORD — Therefugee fami-
ly was determined to save their gro-
ceries.

Sothey loaded anearly 6-foot-tall
freezer packed with $200 worth of
mest on the back of their Ford F-150
and rushed out of their homein St.
Bernard Parish, La.,, outside of New

Orleansto get out of Hurricane Kat-
rinalsway.

“Wejust went to the store Friday
andherefusedtoleaveeverythingwe
bought,” said ConnieL icciardi about
her husband Danny Licciardi. 1 was
kind of thinking hewas crazy.”

Thefreezer was accompanied by
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Star's Web site, =
www.annistonstar.com,
was down Monday night
due to a power outage in
Birmingham where the
Web serveris located. The
site will be updated when
power is restored.
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Hurricane disrupts

BY BRAD FOSS

Associated Press

Hurricane Katrina disrupted
Gulf Coast petroleum output and
rettled energy markets on Mon-
day, sending oil and natural gas
prices soaring and setting the
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after it was struck by a runaway
platform. Oil futures briefly
climbedabove$70abarrel forthe

Thepowerful hurricaneroiled
the industry at atime when pro-
ducers worldwide were aready
struggling to keep up with strong

oll output; gas prices soar

stagefor aspikeintheretall cost
of gasoline.

By the end of the day, more
than 700 offshore platforms and
rigshad been evacuated, tworigs
had drifted away and authorities
in Alabamawere forced to close
a bridge over the Mobile River

demand, andit threstened to con-
strainthe supply of homeheating
fuelsthiswinter. Therisein ener-
gy prices has aready dowed the
U.S. economy’s growth rate,
though domestic fuel consump-

Please see OIL [Page 5A

OBITUARIES

Felma Bailey, Lincoln
Lorene Groce Garrett,
Talladega

Lamar German, Hoover
Mary White Hope,
South Carolina

Lillie Taliaferro Hulsey,
Piedmont

Tommy Lynch, Talladega
Sharon Dabbs Majors,
Anniston
William Bruce Minter,
Georgia
James Aubrey Patterson,
Lineville
Collis "Bud" Simpson,
Georgia
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BRAC HEARINGS

Panel
sends
146 0bs
to depot

BY MATTHEW KORADE
Star Senior Writer

Although thenumbersaren’t as
dramatic as expected, some jobs
will trickle to the Anniston Army
Depot under the recommendations
of afederal base-closing commis-
son.

The Department of Defense
proposed sendingnearly 1,000j0bs
here from Red River Army Depot
outside Texarkana, Texas, but the
base-closing commission blocked
that plan.

I nstead, thepanel gavethedepot
146 jobs: 119 from Rock Idand
Arsend, lIl., 25fromMarineCorps
Logistics base in Barstow, Cdlif.,
and two to three from Seal Beach
Naval Weapons Station, aso in
Cdifornia. The new dots will be
artillery specialists, mechanics
and general equipment personnel,
respectively.

Meanwhile, the Defense
Department proposed moving
about 87 Defense Logistics
Agency positions away from the
depot, but that recommendation
a somay havebeen changed by the
base-closing commission’srecom-
mendations, according to Nathan
Hill, military liaison for the Cal-
houn County Chamber of Com-
merce.

“Any impact on the Anniston
Defense Logistics agency would
probably be minimal (because)
ther€’ s some uncertainty asto how
the DLA recommendationswill be
implemented,” Hill said.

Although past commissions
have agreed with the Defense
Department’s recommendations
about 85 percent of the time, no
suchformulaheldfor Alabamathis
timearound.

The pand stopped about 2,000
jobs from coming to Fort Rucker,
near Enterprise, but also halted the
removal of 1,251 jobs from
Maxwell-Gunter Air ForceBase in
Montgomery.

Redstone Arsena in Huntsville
was the only mgjor installation to
gain the expected jobs; it should
receive about 1,655 new positions
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NO GOOD CHOICES:

Rebuffed in the constitution delib-
erations, Sunni Arabs now face a
dilemma: boycott the Oct. 15 refer-
endum on a new charter and hand
the Shiites a landslide victory, or
take partin a vote that demograph-
ics suggest they'll lose.
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