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President Bush promises
Gulf Coast ‘will rise again’

FOLLOWING
THE STORM
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For enane information
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By Kiw Mas Hiw The Associoted Press

Evacuees are halped to baard a C-17 at Lowis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport on Friday to seek refuge at Dobhins Alr
Reserve Base near Atlanta. The airport is housing thousands of sick and frail patients.

RELIEF | Experts:
Focus on terrorism
mires disaster aid

By AvLssom Yoo
AND SETH BORENSTEIN
Waahingtor Burea

WASHINGTON | The chaotic govern-
ment responsa to Hurricane Katrina,
which even President Bush said was
"not acceptable,” was the inevitahle
result of federal policies emphasizing
protection from terrorist atbacks at
the expense of preparing for far
more common nstural disssters,
state emergency officisls and other
experts zaid Friday,

As hurricane survivors died along
roadsides and of shelters where they
ware ok to take refuge, or plesded
for food and water or a ride to an
overerowded shelter, members of
Congress called for hearings to find
ot howwr Ehe regponge Lo this disaster
could have failed o badly when the
nation has spent unprecedented bil-
liens of dollars in the mame of home-

See RESPONSE | Page BA

By Davin I PHILLIP The Associeted Press
Thousands walt to be evacuated Friday outside
the Superdome i Mew Orleans. There has baen
criticism that the rellef effort has been slow. On
Friday, members of Congress sabd they wanted to
find out why the response was 50 tardy.

STRAND | Storm costs
expected to trickle down

to home builders, buyers

B JEnmy BURNHR
T Srim Newws

New-harne prices on the Grand Strand
are expected to inerease — though by how
much isn't certain — as the price of ma-
terials local builders use risss by about
¥ percent.

Builders also are facing a surcharge by
some local truckers hurt by spiraling gas
coatz that rocketed past 23 in the wake of
Hurricane Katring.

“It's killing everybody,” said Tim Hunt,
owner of trucking company TCH Enterpr-
ises, “Mobody saw this coming, that [ges]
would jump this much, this fast.”

The increased costs will not affect those
who alresdy have bought new homeos and
hevie them under contract. That’s whers
builders will eat the cost of Katrina's fury,
said Berley White, president, of the Horry-
Georgetown Home Bullders Assoclation.

Monetheless, most experts expect the
Gramd Strand's 24 billion real estate market

Plense sor HOMES | Poge 8A

Relief arrives amid ruin

Fallout from Katrina

Messy tederal response
to bruise Strand housing

under microscope

NEW ORLEANS |
National Guard
rolls in as more
evacuees clear out

B Brika BovsTan, Jack
[roncrasz aMn MarTin MeErzER
Woeslingtown Hurom

HEW ORLEAMS | Waves of dizas-
ter cascaded into new corners of
America on Friday, as torrenta
of Hurricane Katrina’s victima
poured into Texas, Georgia,
Florida and alsewhers, and fuel
shortages and other economic
shocks rippled through the
nakion,

More than 00,000 Armeri-
cans huddbed in nesrly 200 shel-
ters in nine states, scoording to
the Americen Hed Cross, not
inchiding the multitudes at the
Superdome and Astrodomes
here and in Howston, Thou-
sands of other people still
couldn’t reach shelters of any
sort, and seme were dyving,

Repeting to blistering eriti-
cism of the reliel effurt, Presi-
dent Bush said: “The rezults are
nok aceeptable”

Mational Guardsmen deliver-
ing food, water and at least the

Ser KATRINA | Page BA

GuLF Tour | Bush
ASSUTES SUTVIVOTS
help is on the way

By Mige WiLLaMs
Ankn KEN HERMan
Cax Nivns Senmice

HEW DRLEANS | Wragging up an
emotional tour of hurricane-
devastated Gulf Coast commu-
nities, President Bush told
desperate victime Friday that
the region “will rize again.™

Bush’z daylong visit to Ala-
hama, Mizsiszippi and
Louisiana was marked by
inbenge personal exchanges
with redidents whoaa lives wers
shattered by Hurricane Ka-
trina’s bandfall Monday.

At the Mobils, Ala, airport,
after an unusual in-public, on-
air briefing from officials, an
obvisusly moved president
promisad that the much-
criticized federal relief effort
wionald improve,

Bush had kind words for
Mike Brown, head of the
Fodoral Emorgency Manage-
rnt Agency, saving, “Browile,
you're doing a beck of a joh"

But he had said bhefore
departing Washington that “the
results are not aceepitahle,” and
he acknowledged the problems

Plense ser BUSH | Page BA
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